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Life for Jews in Italy was qualitatively different than in the rest of Europe 

in the 19th and early 20th centuries. They were more integrated into Italian society, 
and Italian Jewish intellectuals also played a major role in the political and social 
process of Italian unification in the mid 19th century. They wrote music 
employing European compositional styles and forms, partaking of inspiration 
from French impressionism of Debussy to the chromaticism of Richard Strauss, 
rarely drawing on Jewish cultural heritage as a source of musical inspiration. 
However, with the enforcement of the racial laws after 1938 and even more in 
1943-45 when Italy was occupied by Nazi Germany, prominent Jewish composers 
lost their jobs, were forced into hiding or forced to flee in order to escape from 
persecution and deportation to the death camps, and some perished in the Shoah. 
Only the resilience of Italian Jews and the support they received from significant 
portions of the Italian population mitigated the fate of the Italian Jews compared 
to that of other European Jews. Because of the chaos that followed World War II, 
much of the music of the composers on this program was essentially lost, and 
many of the pieces have only rarely been performed in Italy.  

Drs. Helton and Goodson have released 2 CDs of songs by Italian Jewish 
composers, and the American Record Guide has this to say about their first, 
L’Infinito: Songs from a Lost World of Italian Jewish Composers, 1910-1945: 
“For the purposes of bringing recently discovered, historically significant music 
into the public consciousness, this recording should not be missed…. For 
aficionados of Italian music, opera or song, as well as people with an interest in 
music of the Holocaust or Jewish composers of this time, this recording is a 
must.” The duo has performed the program of songs from its CD for audiences in 
Italy and around the U.S., including at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, 
the Embassy of Italy in Washington, DC in commemoration of International 
Holocaust Memorial Day in January 2014, and on the Shenson Song Recital 
Series at Stanford University in Stanford, California. With the help of 
musicologist Aloma Bardi, who is responsible for uncovering and collecting 
musical scores of songs by these masterful yet little-known composers, Helton 
and Goodson are continuing their exploration of this repertoire with another 
recital of Songs from a Lost World of Italian Jewish Composers. 

 
	

	
	



	

Soprano Caroline Helton joined the Voice faculty at the 
University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance in 
the fall of 2000. An artist who enjoys the entire gamut of 
classical singing, from opera and oratorio to recital and 
chamber music, she has been described as displaying 
“masterful” artistry and a “clear, bell-like soprano.” 

Highlights from Ms. Helton’s performances include a 
recital of French song with colleagues Scott Piper, tenor and 
Martin Katz, piano in December of 2012 on the University of 
Michigan campus, and a program in May of 2011 entitled 
“Voices of the Holocaust” at New York’s Museum of Jewish 
Heritage, in which she and pianist Kathryn Goodson performed 
repertoire from their 2009 CD of the same name. Along with 
U-M faculty colleagues, including the composer at the piano, 
Helton performed the New York premiere of Paul 
Schoenfield’s Ghetto Songs on the second half of the program. 
Ms. Helton also sang Alberto Ginastera’s rarely performed 
Cantata para América mágica for soprano and percussion 
orchestra with the U-M Percussion Ensemble conducted by 
Jonathan Ovalle in December of 2011.	

Ms. Helton holds BM and MM degrees in Vocal 
Performance from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and a DMA in Vocal Performance from the University of 
Michigan, where she studied with Freda Herseth. She is an 
Associate Professor of Music (Voice) in the School of Music, 
Theatre & Dance as well as an Associate of the Frankel Center 
for Judaic Studies at the University of Michigan.  
 
	
	

Pianist Kathryn Goodson is an international 
performer, teacher and coach, whose artistry has been 
described as a "generator of colors and of lights" (Journal 
de Genève); full of "authority and feeling" (International 
Herald Tribune) and she herself as an "exquisite specialist 
of German Romantic music" (Tübinger Stadtblatt).  She 
has appeared in the United States, Europe and Japan as 
soloist and recital partner at venues including Cathédrale 
de Rheims, Züricher Tonhalle, Alice Tully Hall and 
Dunvegan Castle on the Isle of Skye. Recordings of Ms. 
Goodson's collaborations are documented on Albany, 
Innova, U-Tube, American Public Radio and Swiss 
television. 

Since 2002 she has served as pianist-coach for opera, 
art song and instrumental music at the University of 
Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance. Ms. 
Goodson's Bachelor of Music in Piano Performance is 
from Oberlin Conservatory with Robert Shannon; twice a 
Fulbright Scholar to Germany, she received the 
Konzertexam and highest honors in Liedgestaltung from 
the Musikhochschule Karlsruhe with Hartmut Höll; her 
MM (1989) and DMA degrees in Collaborative Piano 
(2005) are from the University of Michigan, where she 
studied with Eckart Sellheim and her major professor, 
Martin Katz. (Go to http://kathryngoodson.com for more 
information.) 
 


